
 
 
 

November 17, 2021 
 
Members Present: Chairman John Meaney, Kevin Lamb, Director Heather DeMarsico, Secretary Melissa 
Martin  
 
Chairman Meaney made a motion to accept and waive the reading of the minutes of the previous 
session, second by member Cellana. Unanimous vote. 
 
Chairman Meaney made a motion to approve the 2022 Board of Health Licenses, second by member 
Lamb. Unanimous vote. 
 
New Business:  Berkshire Overdose Addiction Prevention Collaborative 
 
Chairman Meaney informed the board that this is part of the Berkshire Planning Committee. In 2019 
they began with an overdose grant which formed BPOP (Berkshire Post Overdose Engagement Project). 
Looking for partners to engage with post overdose patients within the first 72 hours of overdose, 
looking for ways to get them into treatment if they choose to. This will not work for everybody but it will 
work for certain demographic of patients that are at that point where they want to seek treatment and 
we want that available to them. The program will be members of the Brien Center and Northern 
Berkshire EMS, they will receive funding to pilot this program. They want to start here in Northern 
Berkshire County before rolling it out in other areas.  In order to start the process, we needed to submit 
a Community Paramedic application. If approved, we have to work with local Boards of Health informing 
them we are engaging with the public and working with partners. We started this process with Tapestry 
a couple years ago, which is now part of healthy Steps. We will continue to work and engage with them. 
They have funding foe the next few years. They are looking for support from the board. Not necessary 
need board approval, but with his involvement with the ambulance he wanted to inform all involved. 
This will have to get approval from every jurisdiction that we want to operate in. North Adams is the 
biggest area and we thought we could do some good. Laura Kittross and Steve Murray were planning on 
attend but unable.  The application is attached, and was sent out prior to tonight’s meeting. Chairman 
Meaney asked if there were any questions. Member Cellana asked if they were going go get the 
staffing?  Our piece would be the referral. Chairman Meaney stated that in addiction, people have to be 
ready to take the next step and if we capture some of those people then we are a success. Member 
Lamb asked if this was separate from the hospital work. Chairman Meaney replied, the hospital also has 
a referral. So, this is targeted for people that don’t go to the hospital? Chairman Meaney stated yes. For 
instance, there’s a case that is reversed with Narcan and they do not want to go to the hospital, this is a 
good opportunity where we have these resources available and refer those individuals. The state came 
out with a protocol, the Leave Behind Program. We go to an overdose and leave a Narcan kit, showing a 
tutorial with the family just in case there is a next time. We’ve handed out maybe a half dozen within 
the last six months. People are receptive. There are resources there to assist, instructions on Narcan, 
CPR mask with instructions. Ultimately the Mayor has to sign off, if we approve then it goes to the 
Mayor for approval. Member Lamb makes a motion to approve the Community Paramedicine 
Application for Northern Berkshire EMS for BPOP Program, second by member Cellana. Unanimous 
vote.  
 
COVID 19 Update (See Attached)  
 
Directors Report (See Attached)  
 
Meeting adjourned @ 4:43pm.  
 



 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
__________________ 
Melissa J. Martin 
 
Approved: 
__________________ 
Chairperson 
__________________ 
Member 
__________________ 
Member 
__________________ 


